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St Michael Parish Council  

Minutes of the Meeting of St Michael Parish Council 

held at the School Room, St Mary’s Church, Childwick Green, St Albans 

on Tuesday 22 January 2019 at 6.30 p.m. (Start delayed due to inclement weather). 

 

Present:  Councillor S Craven 

   Councillor E Rolfe 

   Councillor E Rose 

   Councillor R Woodward 

J Reading    Acting Parish Clerk  

01/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors P Limebear (Chairman), G Dumpleton (Vice 
Chairman), and S Slaughter. 

In the absence of Cllrs Limebear and Dumpleton, Cllr Woodward was unanimously elected as the Chair for 

this Meeting, and the Acting Parish Clerk confirmed that with four Members attending the Meeting was 

quorate. 

02/19 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

Cllr Craven – regarding planning decisions TP/2018/0644 and 5/2018/2482, by virtue of family connections 

with the applicants. 

03/19 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 23 OCTOBER 2018 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 23 October 2018 were unanimously 
AGREED as a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

04/19 MATTERS ARISING 

• Cllr Rose referred to Minute 32/18 of 29 May 2019, CMP/2017/150 The Punch Bowl, St Albans 
Road, and reported that commercial activity appeared still to be continuing at this site.  It was 

AGREED that the Acting Parish Clerk would bring the matter to the attention of the Enforcement 

Officer at St Albans District Council Planning Department. 

• The Acting Clerk reported that she had received the Register of Electors published by St Albans 

Council, now divided into two wards, as outlined in Minute 71/18.  No action required.   

• The Acting Clerk also confirmed that advice had been received from the St Albans District Council 

Elections Office that Members were free to decide among themselves who would represent each of 

the two wards now within the Parish. 

It was noted that: 

• Cllr Slaughter had been due to bring an estimate of cost for repairing the notice board at the playing 

fields in Toulmin Drive, St Albans; and 

• Cllr Dumpleton had been due to bring news to the Meeting about the archive of files still held by the 

former parish clerk.  The Acting Parish Clerk reported that Cllr Dumpleton had told her that he had 

made contact about the files some weeks previously and was still waiting for a mutually convenient 

handover date to be arranged. 

In the absence of these Councillors, both of these matters would now be carried forward to the March 

Meeting.
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05/19 APPOINTMENT OF PARISH CLERK AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER 

Prior to the Meeting, Mrs Reading had confirmed to Cllr Limebear and all other Members that she would be 

willing to accept, if offered, the role of Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer (PC/RFO) from 1st 
January 2019.  Her suggested draft contract of employment, based on the nationally agreed NALC/SLCC 

model supplied by HAPTC, had been circulated it to all Members before the Meeting.  Mrs Reading 
explained the rationale behind the salary point put forward and provided copies of the NALC/SLCC job 

profiles and pay scales for consideration.   

While Mrs Reading stepped outside the Meeting room, it was unanimously AGREED to confirm her 
appointment as PC/RFO to St Michael Parish Council from 1st January 2019 and the draft contract of 

employment was APPROVED along with the entry salary equivalent from 1st April 2019 to point 18 on the 

LC2 pay scale.  A clean copy of the contract would be drawn up for signature at a later date by the Chairman.   

06/19 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 

A Schedule of accounts was received and AGREED, each payment being dated 22 January2019: 

Cheque 000492, £113.67, J Reading, Expenses, 1 November 2018 – 22 January 2019 

Cheque 000493, £255.00, J Reading, Salary, 1 October - 31 December 2018 

Cheque 000494, £23.40, The PCC of St Michael St Albans, Meeting room hire 22/01/18 (for 2 hours , 

confirmed at the close of the Meeting). 

A letter from the Meeting room’s Lettings Administrator advising a change of name for the payee formerly known 
as St Michael's PCC was noted and authorised.  Henceforth cheques in payment of Meeting room hire would be 

made payable to The PCC of St Michael St Albans. 

07/19 BUDGETS 2018/19 AND 2019/20 

i) A review of expenditure v budget 2018/19 was received and noted; 

ii) A draft budget proposal for 2019/20 was received and considered. 

It was expected that the Parish Council’s reserve funds would be augmented at year end, primarily due to 

unscheduled income from a VAT repayment for 2017/18 and to the Clerk’s expenses being lower than 

anticipated.  It was confirmed that sufficient funds were held in reserve to cover the costs that would be 
charged by St Albans District Council should the ordinary election in May 2019 be contested. 

The budget forecast attached to these Minutes was APPROVED unanimously. 

08/19 PRECEPT 

A letter dated 17 December 2018 from the Acting Revenues Manager at St Albans District Council was 

received from which it was noted that a) the Council Tax Base for St Michael had been agreed at 283 and b) 
the deadline for submitting the Parish Council’s precept requirement was Friday 25th January 2019. 

On the proposal of Cllr Rose and seconded by Cllr Rolfe it was RESOLVED to approve a Precept for St Michael 

Parish Council of £5,225 in 2019/20.  This represented a nil change for the third consecutive year. 

09/18 RE-APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 

The Clerk had obtained a curriculum vitae from Mr Alex Sage in support of his suitability to perform the 

function of Internal Auditor for the purposes of the statutory Annual Governance and Accountability Return.  
With his covering letter, the CV was passed to Members at the Meeting, and it was RESOLVED to appoint Mr 

Sage as the Council’s Internal Auditor for the year ending 31 March 2019.  He had indicated that he would 

continue to act pro bono for which the Council was extremely grateful; a small sum had been set aside in the 

budget to cover a gift to be made in the summer. 

10/19 BANKING ARRANGEMENTS 

It was noted with disappointment that NatWest Bank had declined to send a representative to meet with 

Councillors to resolve the ongoing difficulty with the lack of operating instructions for the Council’s current 

and reserve accounts, which had been caused by the bank’s system error and for which they had admitted 

liability. 
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While NatWest were prepared to discuss the accounts solely with Cllr Woodward, and had addressed 
written correspondence to him at his home, they would not comply with his request to have copy 
statements sent either to him or to the Clerk’s address, citing security issues. 

Discussion included the feasibility of moving the Council’s bank accounts from NatWest to another service 
provider.  Of three banks cited anecdotally as candidates, members favoured Metro Bank in the first 
instance as there was a customer service presence within its branch in St Albans, and there was (currently) 

no account fee.  It was emphasised that no decision would be taken without the involvement of all seven 
Members but in preparation for discussion at a future Meeting, the Clerk was asked to investigate the 
options, and to obtain from NatWest in writing their minimum requirements for the authorisation to close 
the accounts. 

11/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Details of the following planning applications and decisions were received: 
New Applications 

• 5/2018/2789 - 42 Ragged Hall Lane Chiswell Green St Albans Hertfordshire AL2 3LD -Construction 
of replacement dwelling and associated landscaping.  PENDING 

Members expressed reservations about the scale and bulk of the proposed development, its 
perceived impact on the neighbourhood, the erosion of the character of the road and the small 
provision of off-road parking spaces.  The Clerk was requested to respond within the statutory 
consultation period with the Parish Council’s objection to the application. 

• 5/2018/2922 - Childwick Green House Childwick Green Childwickbury St Albans Hertfordshire 
AL3 6JJ - Listed Building consent - Restoration works to exterior of building, replacement of tiles and 
leadwork to roofs, cleaning and replacing of stonework, cleaning, replacing and repointing of 
brickwork, replacing rainwater guttering, replacing timber gables a……(etc).  PENDING  No comment 
made. 

• 5/2018/3212 - 16 Ragged Hall Lane Chiswell Green St Albans Hertfordshire AL2 3LF - Single storey 
rear extension.  PENDING  No comment made. 

• 5/2018/3350 - Maidenscrouch Farmhouse Appspond Lane St Albans Hertfordshire AL2 3NL - 
Discharge of Condition 3 (samples of materials) of planning permission 5/2016/3808 dated 

12/10/2017 for Replacement dwelling.  PENDING  No comment made. 

Decisions by SADC 

• 5/2018/2928 - Ladygrove Childwickbury St Albans Hertfordshire AL3 6JY - Conversion of garage 
and workshop to granny annex.  Approved - DC3 Conditional Permission, 15/01/2019 

The Council noted the decision with interest, in particular condition 4 of the Permission. 

• TP/2018/0646 - 15 Childwick Green Childwickbury St Albans AL3 6JJ - Reduce Cherry next to 
telegraph pole back to previous reduction points. Reduce crown of Plum by 25%. Cut back Ash to 

clear phone lines. Reduce crown of Cherry by 25%. Cut back overhang from Cherry by up to 3m.  
Approved - Treeworks approval, 13/12/2018 

• TP/2018/0644 - Forge Cottage Childwick Green Childwickbury St Albans AL3 6JJ - Fell Leyland 
Cypress in rear garden.  Approved - Treeworks approval, 13/12/2018 

• TP/2018/0635 - 8 Shafford Cottages Redbourn Road St Albans AL3 6LB - 1 x Oak Tree. Reduce 
crown by 3m.  Approved - Treeworks approval, 06/12/2018 

• 5/2018/3040 - 5 Beesonend Cottages Beesonend Lane Harpenden Hertfordshire AL5 2AA - Single 
storey side and rear and two storey rear extensions, alterations to openings and demolition of 
existing garage (resubmission following approval of 5/2018/1323 dated 17/08/2018).  Approved - 
DC3 Conditional Permission, 10/01/2019 

• 5/2018/2754 - Barley Cottage Hemel Hempstead Road Leverstock Green Hemel Hempstead 
Hertfordshire HP3 8LA - Listed Building consent - Installation of log burning stove, chimney exit pipe 
and cap to roof ridge.  Approved - DC10 Listed Building Conditional Consent, 11/12/2018 
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• 5/2018/2753 - Barley Cottage Hemel Hempstead Road Leverstock Green Hemel Hempstead 
Hertfordshire HP3 8LA - Installation of chimney exit pipe and cap to roof ridge.  Approved - DC3 
Conditional Permission, 11/12/2018 

• 5/2018/2662 - Beesonend House Beesonend Lane Harpenden Hertfordshire AL5 2AB - Single 
storey tack room and store bale.  Approved - DC3 Conditional Permission, 30/11/2018 

• 5/2018/2482 - Forge Cottage Childwick Green Childwickbury St Albans Hertfordshire AL3 6JJ - 
Listed Building consent - Alterations to stairs and replacement door.  Approved - DC10 Listed 
Building Conditional Consent, 23/11/2018 

• 5/2018/2475 - Barn At Shafford Farm Redbourn Road St Albans Hertfordshire - Prior Approval - 
Change of use and conversion of agricultural barn to dwelling house.  Refused - COU Prior approval 
required and refused, 12/11/2018 

It was understood that the required prior approval for change of use had been refused because the 

proposal fails to comply with the provisions of Class Q of the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015.  As the development on site had commenced, 
Members construed that formal planning permission would be required.  The Council would need 

to take careful note of future applications. 

• 5/2018/2228 - The Walled Garden Gorhambury St Albans Hertfordshire - Change of use from 
agricultural to equestrian arena with timber perimeter fencing (resubmission following withdrawal 
of 5/2018/0826).  Approved - DC3 Conditional Permission, 30/11/2018 

12/19 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The Clerk reported that St Albans District Council had opened a consultation period for the “Publication of the 
Proposed Submission Minerals Local Plan & Omission Sites”.  No representation required. 

The Clerk advised Members that she had compiled a list of policy and governance documents which were due 
for review.  The list included some policies which in the interests of best practice needed to be formulated 
and adopted (e.g. Privacy, GDPR, Expenses, Complaints).  Over the next few weeks the Clerk would prepare 
drafts for consideration and would invite Members’ input to agree final versions for approval at a later 
Meeting.  Either a sub-committee would be convened for this purpose, or the drafts would be apportioned 
between Members for individual reflection ahead of a collaborative exchange at a future Council Meeting to 
agree the final documents.  Members favoured the latter approach. 

13/19 CLOSED SESSION  

Notwithstanding the absence of any members of the press or public, the Chairman called to move to a 
closed session of the Meeting for the matters set out in Minute 14/19 below, as it concerned discussion of 

an identifiable/named individual. 

Resolved that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the 

public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they were instructed to withdraw.  

14/19 POLICE REPORT 

The Clerk gave a brief account of an interview she had recently attended at the invitation of a Detective 
Constable at St Albans Police Station.  Further advice from Hertfordshire Constabulary was awaited. 

15/19 CLOSURE 

• The next Meeting of the Parish Council was scheduled for Tuesday 19th March 2019, at 6.30 p.m.   

• The Meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 

 
 
 
Chairman ……………………………………………………………………………. Date ……………………………………. 


