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St Michael Parish Council  

Minutes of the Meeting of St Michael Parish Council 
held at the School Room, St Mary’s Church, Childwick Green, St Albans 

on Tuesday 19 March 2019 at 6.30 p.m. 

Present:  Councillor P Limebear  Chairman 
   Councillor G Dumpleton Vice Chairman 

Councillor S Craven 
   Councillor E Rolfe 
   Councillor E Rose 
   Councillor S Slaughter 
   Councillor R Woodward 

J Reading    Parish Clerk  

16/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None. 

17/19 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

Cllr Craven – regarding planning item 5/2019/0039 as it concerns a neighbouring property. 

18/19 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 22 JANUARY 2019 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 22 January 2019 were 
unanimously AGREED as a true record and were signed by the Chaiman. 

19/19 MATTERS ARISING 

 Minute 04/19 – Archive of files.  Cllr Dumpleton had by arrangement with the previous 
clerk recently collected a box of various files and documents.  The contents had not yet 
been examined but he proposed that the Clerk would now receive and assess this archive.  
The Chairman thanked Cllr Dumpleton for his help in retrieving this property. 

 Minute 04/19 – Notice board renovation.  Cllr Slaughter passed on advice and estimated 
costs from a contractor regarding the notice board at the playing field adjacent to Toulmin 
Drive.  There appeared to be three options: 

i) Complete renovation costing approximately £650 
ii) Adding a new board surface alone costing approximately £150 
iii) Taking no action, thus nil cost  – while the board was cosmetically unsightly and had 

a damaged section, the remaining area was judged to be adequately sound. 

It was AGREED that it there currently appeared to be little advantage in spending money to 
revamp the notice board.  After a brief discussion about having a sign professionally made, 
the Clerk said she would trial a simple laminated sign (St Michael Parish Council) to see how 
it weathered. 

Cllr Slaughter was asked to convey the Council’s thanks to the contractor for the advice 
received. 

 Minute 04/19 and 32/18 - CMP/2017/150 regarding The Punch Bowl, St Albans Road.  The 
Clerk read a statement to the meeting, which had been obtained from the Enforcement 
Officer at St Albans District Council (SADC): “The property is monitored on a regular basis 
and is the subject of an ongoing investigation.  As the investigation is ‘live’ I [the 
Enforcement Officer] am unable to provide further details, but will update you {the Parish 
Council] when significant progress is made”.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would follow up 
on the situation with the Enforcement Officer around mid-April. 
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 Minute 10/19 - Bank accounts.  NatWest had confirmed that arising from their error both 
of the bank accounts would need to be re-mandated before they could be closed and 
monies transferred to any new account(s), which themselves would also require full 
security screening upon opening with another banking provider.  In view of the duplication 
of effort this would entail, Members unanimously AGREED to keep the accounts with 
NatWest for the foreseeable future but to monitor the service received over the coming 
months.  Cllrs Woodward, Slaughter and Rose volunteered to undertake the preliminary 
application to NatWest at a mutually convenient date. 

20/19 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 

A Schedule of accounts was received and AGREED, each payment being dated 19 March 2019: 
Cheque 000495, £474.00, J Reading, Salary, 1 January - 31 March 2019 
Cheque 000496, £69.58, J Reading, Expenses, 23 January – 19 March 2019 
Cheque 000497, £23.40, The PCC of St Michael St Albans, Meeting room hire 19/03/18 (for 2 
hours, confirmed at the close of the Meeting). 

21/19 PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2nd MAY 2019 
The election timetable and other papers published by SADC were considered.   

It was noted that there would be, as at previous elections, seven vacancies in total for St Michael 
Parish Council.  Following an electoral review, one vacancy now related to St Michael South East 
Ward and the remaining six vacancies arose in the St Michael Ward. 

Cllrs Limebear, Craven, Rolfe, Rose, Slaughter and Woodward all signified their willingness to stand 
for re-election as non-party candidates.  Cllr Slaughter volunteered to stand for the vacancy in the 
St Michael South East Ward, and the other five Members volunteered to stand in the larger St 
Michael Ward.  All received nomination papers which on completion would be collected by the 
Clerk and delivered to SADC well ahead of the closure date of 3rd April. 

Cllr Dumpleton reported that he would be unable to stand as a candidate for the Parish Council at 
the 2019 election.  This was not through his choice but because he no longer fulfilled any of the 
statutory qualifying conditions for candidacy.  Other members received this news with 
disappointment but were cheered by Cllr Dumpleton’s willingness to attend, whenever possible, 
future Meetings in the capacity of a member of the general public.   

It was noted that one vacancy would remain in the St Michael Ward to be filled either by a new 
candidate to come forward within the nomination period for the election or if necessary by co-
option after the election. 

On behalf of he Chairman wished for great thanks to Cllr Dumpleton to be recorded in appreciation 
of his outstanding contribution and service to the Parish Council in over 40 years. 

22/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Details of the following planning applications and decisions were received: 
New Applications 

 5/2019/0039 - Replacement pitched roof to rear timber structure, replacement rainwater 
guttering, replacement timber gables, replacement of roof tiles and leadwork and 
associated works at Childwick Green House Childwick Green Childwickbury Hertfordshire 
St Albans AL3 6JJ  PENDING  No comment made. 

 5/2019/0334 - Discharge of Conditions 4 (archaeology), 6 (fruit trees) and 7 (maintenance 
plan) of planning permission 5/2018/2228 dated 30/11/2018 for Change of use from 
agricultural to equestrian arena with timber perimeter fencing (resubmission following 
withdrawal of 5/2018/0826) at Gorhambury Gorhambury St Albans Hertfordshire AL3 6AH   
PENDING  No comment made. 
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 5/2019/0319 - Discharge of Conditions 3 (samples of materials), 4 (obscure glazing), 5 
(parking area), 6 (landscape design) and 7 (soft landscape works) of 5/2018/2789 dated 
04/02/2019 for Construction of replacement dwelling and associated landscaping at 42 
Ragged Hall Lane Chiswell Green St Albans Hertfordshire AL2 3LD  PENDING.  See also 
decision reported below under reference 5/2018/2789.  Councillors expressed concern that 
following the approved demolition, construction of the replacement dwelling had started 
well before this application for discharge of conditions.  The Clerk was asked to seek 
clarification from the Planning Officer. 

 5/2019/0174 - Change of use from agricultural hay barn to dwelling house to create one, 
five bedroom dwelling with associated parking, landscaping and waste collection – part 
retrospective at Barn at Shafford Farm Redbourn Road St Albans Hertfordshire AL3 6LB 
The planning history of the site, which lay within the Green Belt and immediately adjacent 
to the Shafford Conservation Area, showed that consent had been given under reference 
5/2017/2018 for a two bedroom single storey dwelling, and subsequent prior approval 
applications for amendments (e.g. insertion of second storey/mezzanine) had been 
refused.  Construction work had been started in anticipation of the later prior approval 
being granted.  It was noted that the current application was for a considerably larger 
dwelling than that previously consented, albeit within the same footprint, and that a close 
neighbour to the site had opposed the development on the grounds of dominant visual 
scale.  The Parish Council had sympathy with the objector and the Clerk was asked to 
convey this view to the Planning Officer, along with a request for a landscaping schedule. 

Post-meeting note: The Clerk noticed that a single parking space had been included but 
could not ascertain what other parking would be allocated. 

 5/2019/0237 - Scoping Opinion - Outline planning application for the phased development 
of a mixed-use residential and employment led urban extension to the East of Hemel 
Hempstead incorporating an improved M1 Junction 8 and proposed Link Road at Spencer 
Park and land to east of Hemel Hempstead Hemel Hempstead Road Redbourn 
Hertfordshire 
The proposed location within the Green Belt and its proximity to the Buncefield site was 
noted.  The Parish Council did not find any reason to commend the application and support 
was expressed for the various objections already submitted.  The Clerk was asked to convey 
this view to the Planning Officer.  

Decisions by SADC 

 5/2018/2789 - 42 Ragged Hall Lane Chiswell Green St Albans Hertfordshire AL2 3LD -
Construction of replacement dwelling and associated landscaping.  Approved, DC3  
04/02/2019 
Decision noted.  See also application 5/2019/0319 above. 

 5/2018/2922 - Childwick Green House Childwick Green Childwickbury St Albans 
Hertfordshire AL3 6JJ - Listed Building consent - Restoration works to exterior of building, 
replacement of tiles and leadwork to roofs, cleaning and replacing of stonework, cleaning, 
replacing and repointing of brickwork, replacing rainwater guttering, replacing timber 
gables a……etc.  Approved, DC10, Listed Building Consent, 08/02/2019 

 5/2018/3212 - 16 Ragged Hall Lane Chiswell Green St Albans Hertfordshire AL2 3LF - 
Single storey rear extension.  Approved, DC3 Conditional Permission, 29/01/2019 

 5/2018/3350 - Maidenscrouch Farmhouse Appspond Lane St Albans Hertfordshire AL2 
3NL - Discharge of Condition 3 (samples of materials) of planning permission 5/2016/3808 
dated 12/10/2017 for Replacement dwelling.  Approved, Discharge of Condition, 
30/01/2019 
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23/19 ISSUES ARISING FROM INFORMATION CIRCULATED FOR MEMBERS’ INFORMATION 

There was nothing to report. 

24/19 ELECTORAL REVIEW OF ST ALBANS 

The Clerk passed on news received from the Electoral Services Department at SADC that due to the 
imbalances that exist in some of the wards [within SADC] the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England had identified the authority as requiring an Electoral Review.  This will look 
at: numbers of Councillors; number of wards; ward boundaries; number of Cllrs elected to each 
ward; ward names. 
An Electoral Review does not have the power to amend the external boundaries of parish councils; 
although recommendations can be made where the district Electoral Review has directly affected 
the parish, for example, the boundaries of parish wards.  It was expected that the Boundary 
Commission would arrange a briefing during the summer of 2019. 

25/19 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The Chairman permitted discussion led by Cllr Dumpleton of the Appspond Lane waste site 
(Minutes passim).  Observation of movements on site led to the opinion that a contract to clear the 
site had gone out to tender.  The identity of the ownership of the property remained uncertain.  
Cllr Dumpleton and the Clerk would attempt to find out more information about the site’s status. 

26/19 CLOSURE 

 The next Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 14th May 2019, at 6.30 p.m.  This will be the 
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (to be followed directly by quarterly Parish Council 
Meeting) 

 The Meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
Chairman ……………………………………………………………………………. Date ……………………………………. 


